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18TH NOVEMBER 2018 – 33RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – YEAR B 

A warm welcome to Mass this Sunday, especially to those who are visiting 

Day Location Feast Intention 
Saturday Vigil 6pm Selkirk XXXIII Sunday James & Cathleen McDonald, RIP 
Sunday 9.15am Melrose  People of the Parish 
Sunday 11am Gala  Jenny McInally, RIP 
Monday 10am Selkirk  John & Agnes McCabe, RIP 
Wednesday 10am Gala Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary Ann O’Neill, RIP 
Thursday 10am Gala St Cecilia Mary Doherty, RIP 
Friday 10am Gala  Keogh & Wynne Families, RIP 
Saturday 10am Gala Ss Andrew Dung-Lac & Companions Catherine Penman, RIP 

Confessions: Galashiels: Saturday: 10.30am-11am; Melrose: Sunday 9am; Selkirk: Saturday 5.15pm-5.45pm or on request 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament: Galashiels: Saturday 10.30am concluding with Benediction at 11am 

The churches in Galashiels and Melrose are open daily for prayer 
Welcome… to Darcie McDougall who will be baptised after Mass today in Gala. 

Please pray for our seminarians Bobby Taylor and Josh Moir and for more vocations to the priesthood. 

Collection last week: £554.66 (Gala), £301.80 (Melrose) and £253.05 (Selkirk). Many thanks for your generosity.

 

Advent 2018 

Advent is just around the corner, and its generally a time when 

things get quite frantic. In the midst of all of that our preparations 

to celebrate the Birth of Christ can get lost. So make a plan! If we 

prepare well, we’ll celebrate well. Perhaps commit to coming to the 

candle-lit Mass on Wednesdays at 7pm (it will be beautiful!), try to 

get to confession, and make sure you celebrate with great gusto 

when the time comes!  

Advent Candles 

24-day Advent Candles are on sale at the back of the churches in 

aid of the excellent Cardinal Winning Pro-Life Initiative, which 

helps women in crisis pregnancies – cost £2. Why not consider 

making them the focal point of family prayer as we prepare for the 

birth of the Lord? 

Concert of Christmas Music 

The Waverly Consort will play a festive concert in the church in 

Gala on 8 December at 7.30pm. It will be a great evening of 

Christmas music so please think about coming along – and bring 

50 of your closest friends! Free entry with a retiral collection. 

Christmas Mass Times 

To help you plan for your celebrations, here is advance notice of 

our Christmas Mass times. They will be: 

Christmas Eve: 6pm Family Mass (Gala), 11.30pm Readings & 

Carols followed by Midnight Mass (Gala). 

Christmas Day: 9.15am Mass at Melrose, 11am Mass at Selkirk. 

SSVP Seniors’ Christmas Lunch 

Forms are available at the back of each church for those who wish 

to go to the SSVP Seniors’ Christmas Lunch on 7 December in 

Selkirk. St Joseph’s Primary will sing carols followed by a delicious 

lunch. If you know of any of the housebound who would like to 

come, please let the SSVP know and transport can be arranged. 

Faith Winter Session 

In the days between Christmas and New Year, the annual Faith 

Winter Conference takes place for those aged 16-35 at  

Stonyhurst School, Lancashire. I have been going to the conference 

each year since I was 16 and I can testify that it’s a great way to 

learn about your faith, get to know some young Catholics and 

enjoy a few days away after Christmas. More info at 

faith.org.uk/events Let me know if you’re interested (there’s a 

coach going from Edinburgh). 

 

Archbishop’s Advent Talks (16-29 yrs) 

On the Sundays of Advent (2, 9, 16 Dec) the Archbishop will give a 

series of talks on Faith, Hope and Love at the Gillis Centre, after 

which there will be some time for prayer, confessions and the 

chance to meet up with other young Catholics (with free pizza!). 

Let me know if you want to go and I can give you a lift. 

George Weigel Talk at the Cathedral 

The official biographer of St John Paul II, George Weigel will be 

speaking at the Cathedral on 8 December at 10.30am on The Crisis 

in the Catholic Church: How it Happened and What it Means for 

Us. Weigel is an internationally renowned speaker who was a 

personal friend of the Pope, so it promises to be a great morning. 

Entry is free. 

Second Collection 

Famous last words, and all that…I know a couple of weeks’ ago I said 

that we were having the last second collection of the 

year…however…Pope Francis has inaugurated The World Day for 

the Poor and is asking that we have a collection for local projects. 

The collection will take place next week and will go to the Sisters of 

Mercy’s Homeless Project and the Missionaries of Charity’s Soup 

Kitchen in Edinburgh. 

A Million Teddies for Wojtek 

Wojtek Scotland are looking to collect as many pre-loved teddy 

bears as possible to send on to refugee children at Christmas. If 

you have any in good condition, please place them in the box in the 

church in Melrose or Gala. 

Meal Makers 
If you know  an elderly person (55+) who would appreciate a home 
cooked meal and some company once a week then please contact 
Meal Makers on 0800 783 770 or email hello@mealmak-
ers.org.uk or visit the web site www.mealmaker.org.uk. Volunteer 
cooks available now in Gala, Selkirk, Duns, Earlston, Jed-
burgh and Eyemouth. 
 

Have a good Sunday and a good week, Fr Nick. 
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