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14TH OCTOBER 2018 – 28TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – YEAR B 

A warm welcome to Mass this Sunday, especially to those who are visiting 

Day Location Feast Intention 
Saturday Vigil 6pm Selkirk XXVIII Sunday Anne Dinks, Sp. Int. 
Sunday 9.15am Melrose  People of the Parish 
Sunday 11am Gala  James Griffin, RIP 
Monday 10am Selkirk St Teresa of Avila Marie McLaren, RIP 
Wednesday 10am Gala Mass in School Joan French, RIP 
Thursday 10am Gala St Luke Joan French, RIP 
Friday 10am Gala  Joan French, RIP 
Saturday 10am Gala Our Lady on Saturday Joan French, RIP 

Confessions: Galashiels: Saturday: 10.30am-11am; Melrose: Sunday 9am; Selkirk: Saturday 5.15pm-5.45pm or on request 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament: Galashiels: Saturday 10.30am concluding with Benediction at 11am 

The churches in Galashiels and Melrose are open daily for prayer 
Please pray for our seminarians Bobby Taylor and Josh Moir and for more vocations to the priesthood. 

Collection last week: £498.63, £407.12 (Mission appeal) (Gala), £275.80, £338.60 (Mission appeal) (Melrose) and £204.40, 

£163.18 (Mission appeal) (Selkirk). Many thanks for your generosity.

Archbishop’s Decree on Merging Parishes 

The Archbishop this week sent me his decree that, after the 

consultations which have taken place for the pastoral provision 

of the parishes of Galashiels, Melrose and Selkirk, the three 

parishes will be merged into one, as was widely accepted at the 

meetings we had a few months’ ago. The decree is posted on 

the noticeboards in each of the churches, however, it is rather 

long and uses, necessarily, technical and legal language. The 

basic outline of the decree states that after a prolonged period 

of consultation the Archbishop has decided to merge the 

parishes of Melrose and Selkirk into the parish of Galashiels. 

All three churches will remain open and retain their name, 

although the parish (which is the area rather than the church) 

will be called Our Lady & St Andrew’s. If anyone would like a 

copy, please email me and I’ll send one to you. 

St Margaret’s Primary Celebrates 50 Years! 

Our wonderful primary school in Galashiels is celebrating its 

50th anniversary this Wednesday 17 October. Mass will be 

celebrated in school at 10am, after which the school will be 

opened for people to visit the classes and see how our children 

learn. All welcome. 

Attempted Break-in 

Last Saturday afternoon there was an attempted break-in to 

the parish house in Galashiels. CCTV captured the culprit and 

the police are dealing with it. In an attempt to get into the 

house, the culprit smashed the dining room window but didn’t 

manage to get in. He also spent a lot of time in the church 

looking for things to take. A few weeks’ ago a purse was stolen 

during Mass at Selkirk, so I’d urge you to be vigilant and to 

keep your belongings with you – even when coming to 

communion. Also, if you’re passing by our churches, perhaps 

you might pop in and just keep an eye on things (and even say 

a prayer or two!). More people around more often makes these 

things much more difficult to happen. 

Archdiocesan Youth Day 

On Saturday 3 November the Archdiocese’s Catechetics 

Commission will hold a youth day at the Gillis Centre focussed 

on the theme of the saints. Building on the success of the 

recent altar servers’ day which attracted 120 children from 

across the Archdiocese, that day, for 10-15 year olds will try to 

offer some catechesis to our children, as well as some good fun. 

There’s a sign-up  

sheet at the back of the church for those who wish to come – 

transport will be provided. 

Selkirk Coffee Morning 

The next coffee morning in the hall at Selkirk will be this 

Thursday 18th October from 10am to 12 noon. £1 gets you a tea 

or coffee and a home-made scone. Great value! Transport is 

available to and from, contact Peter Birnie (01750 21656) to 

arrange. 

Porridge Fundraiser 

After Mass on 28 October at Melrose, there will be the annual 

porridge fundraiser for Mary’s Meals. Warm up after Mass 

with a delicious bowl in aid of a great charity. 

Vocations Conference 

The Conference of Religious of Scotland are organising a 

conference for young people to help explore their  

vocation, whether it be to religious life, priesthood, marriage or 

the single life. Info and booking forms at the back of the 

church. 

SSVP Seniors’ Christmas Lunch 

I know it’s only October, however, there are forms available at 

the back of each church for those who wish to go to the SSVP 

Seniors’ Christmas Lunch on 7 December in Selkirk. St 

Joseph’s Primary will sing carols followed by a delicious lunch. 

If you know of any of the housebound who would like to come, 

please let the SSVP know and transport can be arranged. 

Second Collection – Next Week 

Next Sunday there will be a second collection for the work of 

Missio Scotland. This is the final second collection of the year. 

 

Have a good Sunday and a good week, Fr Nick. 
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